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Green begins with the 
land use/transportation connection
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Our first pragmatic rule of 
thumb for environmental 
ethics is:
in pursuit of our vital needs, 
consume or destroy as little 
as possible.

-Ken Wilber, A Brief History of Everything
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That rule speaks to land use.

It is a call for efficiency in the 
use of land, and for compact 
design of human habitat and 
infrastructure.



GULF COAST INSTITUTE DAVID CROSSLEY

“New York is the greenest 
community in the United 
States, and one of the 
greenest cities in the world.”

- Green Manhattan, The New Yorker
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If New York City were a state, 
it would rank 51st in per capita 
energy use.
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82% of Manhattanites
travel to work by transit, bike, 
or on foot

7% of Houstonians do that.
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Census Tract 126: densest in America - 330 units/acre
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But New York is not all like census tract 126
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More park acres per capita than any other US city
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All attempts to “green” New 
York would undermine the 
city’s energy efficiency.



Developed land and 
population by year
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Chicago
Urban Footprint

1900
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Land Use in America
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Guess 
who
Guess 
who
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Houstonians drive the most
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Pop. density vs carbon from transportation, 1990
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Urbanism works
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Urbanism works

Urbanization is the most massive and 
sudden shift of humanity in its history. 
Environmentalists will be rewarded if they 
welcome it and get out in front of it. 
Environmentalists could help ensure that 
the new dominant human habitat is 
humane and has a reduced footprint of 
overall environmental impact.

-Stewart Brand
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People are changingPeople are changing
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Changing Demographics
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The Coming Demand, USC

Changing Desires
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• Economy today is driven by 
knowledge

• Information workers can live 
anywhere

• Quality of life is key

Knowledge Economy
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People want big changes
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Transect of New Urbanism
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Transect of New Urbanism
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Transect of New Urbanism
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Transect of New Urbanism

T6 Urban Core
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Transect of New Urbanism

T5 Urban Center
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Transect of New Urbanism

T4 General Urban
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Transect of New Urbanism

T4 Sub-Urban
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2.5 miles
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Where do we start?
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Where do we start?
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Urban possibilities

Housing in transit zonesHousing in transit zones
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Urban possibilities

Transit
zone:
half-mile
radius
around
rail station

Transit
zone:
half-mile
radius
around
rail station

Rail
station

Half-mile
radius
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Houston urban possibilities

Housing in transit zonesHousing in transit zones

20.6%

From Hidden in Plain Sight, 
Reconnecting America 2004
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Houston urban possibilities

Housing in transit zonesHousing in transit zones
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Region today:

4,900,000 people
Region 2030:

8,500,000 people

Region today:

4,900,000 people
Region 2030:

8,500,000 people

Houston
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Households needed:

1,200,000
(not to mention job sites, 
stores, schools, fire and 

police facilities, new roads, 
parking, and all the rest)

Households needed:

1,200,000
(not to mention job sites, 
stores, schools, fire and 

police facilities, new roads, 
parking, and all the rest)
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To add 3 million 
people at Harris 
County density 
will require 1,525 
square miles of 
new land to be 
developed.
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New York City 
today:
8 million people

New York City 
today:
8 million people

8-county region 2035:
8 million people
8-county region 2035:
8 million people
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Graphic by City of Houston Planning & Development Department, 2001.

Houston =619 square miles
Pop = 1.8 million

Combined cities = 4.5 million
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Manhattan:
1.9 million
People

Houston:
1.9 million
People

Loop 610:
.5 million
people
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690,000 jobs
not counting
Hobby, UH, or TSU

690,000 jobs
not counting
Hobby, UH, or TSU

25% of all the jobs
in the region

25% of all the jobs
in the region
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Houston needs an urban zoneHouston needs an urban zone
• Walkable
• Mix of shops, 

jobs, and 
services

• Mix of people, 
incomes

• Walkable
• Mix of shops, 

jobs, and 
services

• Mix of people, 
incomes

NOT
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Suburbanites interested in moving to city

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

2003 2004

Interested
Not interested

Houston attitudes

Houston Area Survey, Klineberg
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Houston attitudes

Blueprint Houston Survey 2003

Prefer urban or suburban setting?
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• 20% of driving age 
population do not drive

• 40% of total population 
do not drive

• 20% of driving age 
population do not drive

• 40% of total population 
do not drive

Houston
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Transit is best for the 
environment when it 
encourages people to 
concentrate in dense urban 
cores.
- Green Manhattan, The New Yorker
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Public transit can be bad for the 
environment if it encourages 
sprawl by making it easier to 
live far away.
- Green Manhattan, The New Yorker



Gulf Coast Institute www.livablehouston.org

Smarter growth

Smart growth
(Sensible growth, quality growth)
Smart growth
(Sensible growth, quality growth)
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Smart growth
Focus on people
Smart growth
Focus on people

Smarter growth
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Smart growth
Create places
Smart growth
Create places

Smarter growth
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Smart growth
Makes these places walkable
Smart growth
Makes these places walkable

Smarter growth
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Smart growth
Link the places with transit.
Smart growth
Link the places with transit.

Smarter growth
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Smart growthSmart growth
Smarter growth

=
More choices
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Cities

Towns

Villages

Neighborhoods





A thing is right when it 
tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability, and 
beauty of the biotic 
community.

Aldo Leopold
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www.gulfcoastinstitute.org

crossley@gulfcoastideas.org


